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10000-10004 Process and Procedures: General 

Information 
 
10000. BACKGROUND 

Before July 1, 1980, mobilehomes in California were treated as vehicles, subject to taxation through in-lieu 
license fees (i.e., charges imposed in place of ad valorem property taxation). The acronym "ILT" is used 
throughout this chapter to refer to in-lieu taxes. 

The Mobilehome Property Tax Law of 1980 provided a system of taxing mobilehomes in a similar manner as 
conventional homes. Since then, assessments of mobilehomes subject to local property tax have been placed 
on the secured tax roll and billed in two installments, notwithstanding the fact that mobilehomes are actually 
personal property whose taxes often are not secured by land. This law was enacted in an attempt to stimulate 
sales of mobilehomes by treating them, for purposes of financing, zoning and taxation, similar to conventionally 
constructed single-family housing. The law also enabled local agencies to recover a substantial amount of fees 
and taxes that were not realized under previous Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) practices. 

DMV continued to tax, via ILT, many mobilehomes that were first sold before July 1, 1980. However, 
mobilehomes that were first sold new on or after July 1, 1980, plus mobilehomes whose license fees had 
become delinquent by 120 or more days, became subject to the Mobilehome Property Tax Law, administered 
by county tax officials. 

The responsibility for collecting mobilehome license fees was initially vested with DMV. This responsibility was 
transferred to the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) as of July 1, 1981, (Health & 
Saf. Code §18075; (Chapter 1149, Statutes of 1980)). Money collected for ILT is distributed to the county in 
which the mobilehome is located when the fee is paid. 

To enforce the collection of taxes due on a mobilehome, the following may be used. 

1) At the time of change of ownership of a mobilehome subject to local property tax: 
 

a. A current Tax Clearance Certificate (form SCO 10-01 ) or a Conditional Tax Clearance 
Certificate (form SCO 10-02 ) must be obtained from the tax collector and presented to HCD 
(Health & Saf. Code §18092.7), and 
 

b. If the mobilehome is subject to ILT, all applicable ILT fees must be paid to HCD.  
 

2) A mobilehome may be subject to supplemental taxes not yet entered on the roll at the time the Tax 
Clearance Certificate or Conditional Tax Clearance Certificate is issued. In such an instance, the 
present property provides security for payment of the supplemental tax, even though title to the 
mobilehome may be conveyed to a subsequent buyer (M-10040). 
 

3) Unsecured collection methods may be used if either installment is not paid in a timely manner (M-
10011). 
 

10001. DEFINITIONS 

"Mobilehome" means: 

1) A manufactured home," as substituted for "mobilehome" by Chapter 796, Statutes of 1991, effective 
January 1, 1992; 
 

2) A structure transportable under permit in one or more sections, equipped to contain not more than two 
dwelling units, designed to be used with or without a foundation system; or, 
 

http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#manufacturedhome
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#advalorem
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18075.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18075.
http://sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD-Tax-Info/Tax-Collector-Ref-Man/sco10-01.pdf
http://sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD-Tax-Info/Tax-Collector-Ref-Man/sco10-02.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18092.7.
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3) A structure transportable under permit in one or more sections, designed to be used with a foundation 
system for any of the following purposes: 
 

a. Three or more dwelling units; 
 

b. A dormitory; 
 

c. A residential hotel; or 
 

d. Efficiency units. 
 

"Mobilehome" does not include a recreational vehicle, a commercial modular, or factory-built housing, as 
defined in Health and Safety Code section 19971 (Health & Saf. Code §§18008, 18211).  

"Dwelling unit" means one or more habitable rooms that are designed to be occupied by one family, with 
facilities for living, sleeping, cooking, eating, and sanitation (Health & Saf. Code §18003.3). 

"Dormitory" means a room or rooms inhabited for the purposes of temporary residence by two or more persons 
(Health & Saf. Code §18008.7(a)(2)). 

"Efficiency units" means units occupied by no more than two persons that have a minimum floor area of 150 
square feet and may also have partial kitchen or bathroom facilities (Health & Saf. Code §17958.1). 

In the Vehicle Code, a mobilehome is defined as a trailer coach in excess of eight feet wide or forty feet long 
(Veh. Code §396). 

10002. MOBILEHOMES AFFIXED TO LAND 

 
Mobilehomes that have become realty by being affixed to land, either on a permanent foundation system or 
otherwise as determined by the assessor, are taxed in the same manner as other real property (Rev. & Tax. 
Code §5801). If the taxes become delinquent, the real property is declared in default and the structure may 
become subject to the tax collector's power to sell. 

The installation of a mobilehome on a foundation system (Health & Saf. Code §18551) requires a building 
permit from the local planning department, at which time an HCD form 433A (Mobilehome Installation on a 
Foundation System) is completed and sent to HCD's Division of Codes and Standards, in Sacramento, with 
appropriate fees. 

After a Certificate of Occupancy (which corresponds to the Certificate of Completion used by building 
inspectors for conventional structures) is recordation, further changes in ownership are handled through locally 
recorded types of instruments, as with any other real property conveyance. 

If the mobilehome is new when it is installed on a foundation system, it is not registered with HCD. Instead, a 
Certificate of Origin is sent by the dealer to HCD, along with a Report of Sale. After inspecting the installation 
on an approved foundation, the county building department collects the appropriate state fee, which is sent to 
HCD's Sacramento headquarters. 

When a used mobilehome has been installed on a foundation system, the certificate of title (pink slip) and all 
other evidence of registration should be obtained by the county building department and returned to HCD for 
cancellation when a conveyance of title is issued. 

Subsequent changes of ownership should be evidenced by recordation with the county recorder, as with any 
other real estate transaction. 

The laws and procedures pertaining to secured roll collections (M-1000) apply to collection enforcement for 
mobilehomes. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=19971.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18008.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18211.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18003.3.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18008.7.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=17958.1.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=VEH&sectionNum=396.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#manufacturedhome
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5801.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5801.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18551.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#manufacturedhome
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#conveyance
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#recordation
ctcrm_chapter1.pdf#page=8
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10003. MOBILEHOMES CONSIDERED TO BE PERSONALTY 

The taxes on a mobilehome can be made a lien on real property of the owner of the mobilehome, if the 
mobilehome is situated on such land (Rev. & Tax. Code §2189), or the taxes may be cross-secured to realty 
owned by the assessee in the same county (Rev. & Tax. Code §2189.3). The tax lien can be enforced against 
such real estate by the tax collector's power to sell tax-defaulted property. 

Any mobilehome not placed on a foundation system or otherwise permanently affixed to land should be treated 
as "personalty" (personal property) when tax collection is enforced (M-10010, M-10011). 

Taxes on mobilehomes, if not secured to realty, are enforceable only against the owner of lien date (January 1) 
by means of unsecured collection techniques. Regular unsecured methods of collection may be used only after 
the first installment is delinquent. An outline of these techniques is provided in Chapter 2000 of this manual. 
The balance of this chapter addresses mobilehome taxation in the context of unsecured property and 
unsecured tax collection enforcement (Rev. & Tax. Code §5810). 

10004. CURRENT TAXABLE STATUS 

Unless specifically exempted (M-10060), mobilehomes in California must be taxed either by payment of vehicle 
in-lieu license fees (ILT) or through the local property tax system. 

All mobilehomes sold new on or after July 1, 1980, are subject to local property tax. Mobilehomes sold new 
prior to July 1, 1980, generally are subject to ILT, but such a mobilehome is subject to local property tax if: 

1) It has been transferred from the ILT to local property tax by the Department of Housing and 
Community Development, at the owner's request (all such transfers are final) (Health & Saf. Code 
§18119(c)); 
 
or  
 

2) ILT fees expired for 120 or more days and the mobilehome was included on an HCD delinquency 
listing issued prior to October 1, 1984; 
 

3) It is affixed to land, as discussed in M-10021. 

Some units sold new prior to July 1, 1980, are not recorded in either DMV or HCD files because their fees 
became delinquent before 1979 and they were purged from the computer file. When such units are discovered 
and enrolled, they are placed on, and must remain on, the local property tax system.  
 

10010-10012 Process and Procedures: Enrollment 
 
10010. GENERAL INFORMATION 

Prior to October 1, 1984, monthly listings were sent to the assessor by the Department of Housing and 
Community Develop to notify that office of mobilehomes that became subject to local property taxation. These 
mobilehomes became subject to local property tax as of the date of the listing and should have been entered 
on the assessment roll (Health & Saf. Code §10759.5, repealed effective 10/1/84). Data appearing on these 
HCD listings included: 

1) Newly registered mobilehomes first sold on or after July 1, 1980; 
 

2) Mobilehomes sold new on or before June 30, 1980, that had been transferred to local property taxation 
at the owner's request; 
 

3) Mobilehomes that had recently changed ownership and remained subject to local property taxation;  
 

4) Mobilehomes that were transferred from ILT to local property taxation because of a license fee 
delinquency of 120 days or more; and 
 

http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#lien
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2189.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2189.3.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#taxlien
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_2000-2004.html
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5810.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#manufacturedhome
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18119.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18119.
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5) Mobilehomes that had been reinstated to annual payment of ILT fees. 

Additionally, each list showed delinquent vehicle license fees and penalties transferred to the county. These 
delinquent charges were to be billed on either the secured or the unsecured roll and collected and distributed 
like current taxes. 

As of October 1, 1984, mobilehomes were no longer transferred to local property taxation for license fee 
delinquency. Thus, 120-day delinquencies are no longer included on the HCD listing (Rev. & Tax. Code 
§10760). An ILT delinquency that begins after May 31, 1984, does not cause the mobilehome to become 
subject to local property tax. Instead, any delinquent ILT fees become a lien on the unit in favor of the State 
and no change in ownership may be recorded unless that lien is satisfied.  

All other items--new registrations, transfers, and voluntary conversions to local property tax--still appear on the 
HCD listing (Health & Saf. Code §18119). HCD provides weekly lists to the assessor. (The law requires the list 
to be provided at least once a month.) 

All mobilehomes previously transferred to the local property tax system because of delinquent ILT fees are not 
being taxed by HCD. These mobilehomes remain subject to local property taxation unless their owners applied 
for reinstatement to vehicle license fees (M-10020) on or before December 31, 1986. Unless reinstated by 
HCD, the mobilehomes not previously enrolled should be taxed on the secured roll. 

All enrolled assessments of mobilehomes must be identifiable at year-end to facilitate the handling of 
delinquent items (Rev. & Tax. Code §5830). 

10011. DELINQUENCY 

If the tax installment on a mobilehome is unpaid as of either December 10 at 5 pm or April 10 at 5 pm, 
unsecured collection procedures can then be initiated (Rev. & Tax. Code §§2617, 2618, 5830(a)). The taxes, 
together with any penalties and costs applied while on the secured roll, are transferred to the unsecured roll at 
the time set for delinquent secured taxes to be declared in default (Rev. & Tax. Code §5830(b)), normally June 
30. 

A full discussion of unsecured collection enforcement is provided in Chapter 2000. 

10012. DISTRIBUTION 

Taxes and fees on mobilehomes are collected and distributed like all other regular taxes on either the secured 
or the unsecured tax roll (Rev. & Tax. Code §5830). Due to the supplemental property tax law in July 1983 and 
subsequent amendments, statutory requirements for the collection and distribution of supplemental taxes may 
differ from those for the collection and distribution of taxes on the regular secured and unsecured tax rolls. 

 

10020-10021 Process and Procedures: Reinstatement 

to Vehicle License Fees 
 
10020. GENERAL APPLICATION 

If a mobilehome is sold new on or before June 30, 1980, and transferred to local property taxation because the 
ILT was 120 days or more delinquent, the owner had the privilege, through December 31, 1986, to apply to 
have the mobilehome reinstated to the vehicle license fee system (Rev. & Tax. Code §10760(a)). 

Reinstatement applications provided by the Department of Housing and Community Development were 
available from HCD offices, county assessors, and county tax collectors (Rev. & Tax. Code §10760(b)). The 
application provided for the tax collector's verification of data, as follows. 

1) If the mobilehome was never enrolled on the local tax roll, it was so indicated. HCD collected all prior 
vehicle license fees before reinstatement. 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=10760.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=10760.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18119.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5830.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2617.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2618.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5830.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5830.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_2000-2004.html
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5830.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=10760.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=10760.
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NOTE: The tax collector cannot force enrollment by the assessor at the time a reinstatement application is 
presented for verification (Rev. & Tax. Code §10760(d)). 
 

2) If a reinstatement application was submitted after August 31, 1985, but before June 30, 1986, all 
current-year taxes were collected (these taxes became enforceable on March 1, 1985) (Rev. & Tax. 
Code §§106, 2192, 2901). If the verification showed that taxes were paid through June 30, 1986, HCD 
registered the mobilehome as of July 1, 1986. 
 

3) If prior-year taxes were paid and a reinstatement application was submitted before September 1, 1986, 
taxes were considered current, provided the application mailed to HCD was postmarked no later than 
30 days. The verification showed that taxes were paid through June 30, 1986. HCD registered the 
mobilehome for in-lieu fees as of July 1, 1986. There was no property tax liability for 1986-87. 
 

10021. SALES AND USE TAX PAYABLE BEFORE REINSTATEMENT 

Historically, if the last change of ownership of a mobilehome occurred after it was transferred to local property 
taxation, with no sales and use taxes paid, the mobilehome could not be reinstated to ILT until any applicable 
sales and use taxes were paid to the State (Rev. & Tax. Code §10760(e)). This situation generally came to light 
when the current owner applied for reinstatement and the Department of Housing and Community 
Development records showed a different owner. This unexpected, last-minute expense caused many 
applicants to abandon their attempt to be reinstated to ILT. 

Payment of sales and use taxes was also required when there was a change of ownership in conjunction with 
an application for reinstatement to ILT. 

NOTE: The tax collector does not collect sales and use taxes. This section is included only to provide 
information on past practices. 
 

10030-10036 Process and Procedures: Tax Clearance 

Certificates 
 
10030. GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Department of Housing and Community Development will not transfer title of a used manufactured home, 
mobilehome, or floating home subject to local property tax without the presentation of a Tax Clearance 
Certificate (form SCO 10-01 ) or a Conditional Tax Clearance Certificate (form SCO 10-02 ), issued pursuant to 
either Revenue and Taxation Code sections 2189.8 or 5832 by the tax collector of the county where the 
manufactured home, mobilehome, or floating home is located (Health & Saf. Code §18092.7). 

Form SCO 10-01 and form SCO 10-02 may be used, or, optionally, counties may develop their own forms if 
they are submitted to the State Controller's Office for approval prior to use. Upon approval, the Controller’s 
Office will direct HCD to accept the county's approved Tax Clearance Certificate and/or Conditional Tax 
Clearance Certificate. HCD may not process any forms that have not been approved by the State Controller's 
Office. 

The Tax Clearance Certificate (TCC) and the Conditional Tax Clearance Certificate (CTCC) were developed by 
the State Controller's Office, pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code sections 2189.8 and 5832, as a means 
to enforce the collection of delinquent property taxes and/or registration fees. The TCC or CTCC is not 
intended to be used for enforcing purely prospective supplemental assessment taxes, e.g., those that would 
arise from the change in ownership for which the TCC or CTCC is sought. HCD will provide notification when 
the transfer of ownership has been completed. No change in the tax rolls should be based merely on the fact 
that a TCC or a CTCC has been issued. 

The purpose for the TCC is to provide verification to HCD that, as of the date of issuance, all taxes then 
discovered have been paid. The CTCC indicates that the county tax collector finds that a tax liability exists; it 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=10760.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=106.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=106.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2192.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2901.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#manufacturedhome
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=10760.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#floatinghome
http://sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD-Tax-Info/Tax-Collector-Ref-Man/sco10-01.pdf
http://sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD-Tax-Info/Tax-Collector-Ref-Man/sco10-02.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2189.8.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5832.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=18092.7.
http://sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD-Tax-Info/Tax-Collector-Ref-Man/sco10-01.pdf
http://sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD-Tax-Info/Tax-Collector-Ref-Man/sco10-02.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2189.8.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5832.
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also represents a release of control over title conveyance on the basis that the county is to receive a specified 
payment upon completion of escrow. 

If the estimated payment on the CTCC proves insufficient to pay the tax obligation, an unsecured lien for the 
amount of the deficiency remains, and the tax collector may seek to collect the amount owing from the former 
owner. 

NOTE: The tax collector shall not charge a fee for the first issuance of a certificate with respect to a 
manufactured home. The tax collector shall charge a fee for reissuing a certificate that has expired, in an 
amount equal to the actual costs of preparing and processing the certificate (Rev. & Tax. Code §5832). 

The TCC or CTCC does not relieve a prior owner of the property of liability for payment of any supplemental 
assessment tax entered in his/her name after issuance of the TCC or CTCC.  

NOTE: When a lien on real property secured the mobilehome assessment, a clearance certificate can safely be 
issued at any time, because the lien will ultimately be paid after a redemption or a tax sale (Rev. & Tax. Code 
§2189). 

See M-10032 and M-10033 for instructions on completing both a Tax Clearance Certificate and a Conditional 
Tax Clearance Certificate. 

10031. CALCULATING AMOUNT OF TAXES DUE 

When a Tax Clearance Certificate or a Conditional Tax Clearance Certificate is requested of the county, the 
first step is to determine the amount of taxes, delinquent registration fees, and penalties that are due. 

NOTE: Escape assessments for the immediately preceding four fiscal years can be processed (M-1700 et 
seq.). 

The current secured and unsecured tax rolls, supplemental rolls, and abstracts should be checked. If the taxes 
are not enrolled, the tax collector should make a copy of the registration document of the mobilehome/floating 
home and send it to the assessor's office for an estimate of current value. 

10032. PREPARING TAX CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE 

The following are the steps required to complete a Tax Clearance Certificate. 

1) Upon payment of all in-lieu fees, taxes and penalties by the applicant, the Tax Clearance Certificate is 
prepared in triplicate. The following information is entered on the certificate. 
 

a. Mobilehome/Floating home Identification: 
 

i. Mobilehome serial number/Floating home hull number; 
 

ii. Decal number(s)/CF number(s); and 
 

iii. Name and address of the current registered owner. 

NOTE: This data can be obtained from the HCD or DMV registration records.  

b. Assessor's parcel number; 
 

c. Applicant's name and address; 
 

d. Current location of the mobilehome/floating home; 
 

e. Expiration date of the TCC (M-10034); and 
 

f. Signature of the tax collector or authorized deputy. 
 

http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#conveyance
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#escrow
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=5832.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2189.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2189.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#fiscalyear
ctcrm_chapter1.pdf#page=47
ctcrm_chapter1.pdf#page=47
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2) When the certificate is completed, the original is given to the applicant. One copy is retained in the file 
and another copy is sent to the assessor. 
 

10033. PREPARING CONDITIONAL TAX CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE 

The following steps are required to complete a Conditional Tax Clearance Certificate. 

1) After estimating the amount of taxes due, the tax collector prepares the Conditional Tax Clearance 
Certificate in duplicate. The following information is entered on the certificate: 
 

a. Date requested; 
 

b. Escrow company name and address; 
 

c. Escrow number; 
 

d. Name and phone number of the escrow officer; 
 

e. Current location of the mobilehome/floating home;  
 

f. Mobilehome/floating home identification: 
 

i. Make/year; 
 

ii. Manufacturer's serial number(s); 
 

iii. Decal (license) number(s); and 
 

ii. Name and address of the current registered owner. 
 

NOTE: This data can be obtained from the HCD or DMV registration records. 

g. Assessor's parcel number;  
 

h. Applicant's parcel number; 
 

i. Location of the mobilehome/floating home after escrow; 
 

j. Assessor's parcel number (after escrow); 
 

k. Expiration date of the CTCC (M-10034); and 
 

l. Signature of the tax collector or authorized deputy. 
 

2) When the certificate is completed, the clearance document should be immediately transmitted to the 
escrow company. One copy is retained in the file. When payment and a completed copy of the CTCC 
are received from the escrow company, the CTCC should be forwarded to the assessor after the 
amount of taxes paid is verified. 

10034. EXPIRATION DATE 

When issuing a Tax Clearance Certificate, the tax collector should establish an expiration date of no more than 
60 days, or January 1, whichever comes first. The reason for the expiration date is twofold: 

1) To keep the applicant from registering a mobilehome after the January 1 lien date, when taxes for the 
upcoming tax year become due and enforceable; and 
 



County Tax Collectors' Reference Manual 
 

 2012                                                                                               Betty T. Yee California State Controller 10 

 

2) To reduce the chance that the certificate will be used to register a subsequent change in ownership, 
which could cause the county assessor to overlook one supplemental assessment event. 

When issuing a CTCC, the tax collector should establish an expiration date at least a week after the second 
payment deadline, allowing time for receipt and processing by HCD. 

Personal property taxes are due on January 1 (Rev. & Tax. Code §§106, 2192, 2901). When a mobilehome is 
classified as personal property, the lien for taxes attaches against the owner on January 1. However, when a 
request for a TCC or a CTCC is submitted after December 1, many tax collectors collect taxes for the upcoming 
fiscal year. If the mobilehome ownership is transferred after January 1 without taxes being paid, the lien of 
taxes may not be enforced against the purchaser. 

NOTE: If a TCC is issued between November 1 and December 10, the certificate should state, "Void after 
December 31, 20___," to prevent HCD from transferring title to the mobilehome to a subsequent purchaser 
after the January 1 lien date. 

10035. DELINQUENT TAXES, FEES, OR PENALTIES OWED TO ANOTHER COUNTY 

Research for the issuance of a Tax Clearance Certificate may disclose that a mobilehome was moved from 
another county without notification to either HCD or the respective assessors. When this occurs, it is the 
responsibility of the involved counties to determine and collect outstanding taxes, fees and penalties prior to 
issuing documents upon which HCD will act. 

The tax collector should contact the mobilehome section of the tax collector’s office in the county in which the 
mobilehome was previously located. If any outstanding delinquencies owed to that county are discovered, the 
mobilehome owner should be required to provide evidence of payment of all taxes from such county before a 
TCC or a CTCC is issued. Issuance of either tax clearance form will indicate to HCD that payment of local 
property taxes is current. 

10036. MOBILEHOMES FROM OUT OF STATE 

Through 1986, California honored another state’s or country's registration sticker. Thereafter, an owner must 
register the mobilehome within 20 days of arrival, if it is to remain in California. If the other state’s or 
government's registration document does not specify an actual date sold new, mobilehomes first registered 
anytime in 1980 or later are deemed to be subject to ILT. 

An unregistered mobilehome was and is subject to California fees upon entering the state. Such fees become 
delinquent after 20 days. 

 

10040-10041 Process and Procedures: Supplemental 

Assessment of Mobilehomes 
 
10040. GENERAL INFORMATION  

Mobilehomes that are subject to local property taxation are also subject to supplemental assessment (Rev. & 
Tax. Code §75 et seq.) when: 

1) A change of ownership occurs on or after July 1, 1983; or 
 

2) New construction is completed on or after July 1, 1983. 
 

The supplemental assessment of a mobilehome is subject to the same provisions as real estate until the tax 
becomes delinquent. When either installment of a supplemental assessment tax becomes delinquent, the tax 
collector may initiate unsecured collection procedures. If supplemental taxes, which are not a lien on real 
property, remain unpaid at the time set for the declaration of default on real property (normally June 30 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=106.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2192.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=2901.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#fiscalyear
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#manufacturedhome
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=75.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=75.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#lien
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following nonpayment of the second installment of "regular" taxes), they should be transferred to the unsecured 
roll for collection, along with applicable penalties and costs (Rev. & Tax. Code §75.54).  

For a discussion of supplemental assessment and collection, see Chapter 3000. For a discussion of unsecured 
collection procedures, see M-2150. 

10041. TAXES IN PROBATE 

When the registered owner dies and the mobilehome is transferred by court or summary probate to an heir 
other than a spouse, child, or parent, the change of ownership for purposes of property tax administration 
occurs as of the date of death. The heirs take title as of the date of death. The tax collector may provide for 
payment or collection of supplementary and escape bills for the increased valuation from the date of death 
through the current fiscal year. See Revenue and Taxation Code section 75.54(c) and Probate Code section 
300. 
 

10050 Process and Procedures: Postponement of 

Mobilehome 
 
10050. GENERAL INFORMATION 

This section was deleted on January 1, 2011. 
 

10060-10064 Process and Procedures: Exemptions 
 
10060. MOBILEHOMES ON NATIVE AMERICAN LAND 

A mobilehome, owned by a Native American and kept on land reserved for Native Americans, is not taxable. 
See the State Controller's letter 14/80 (November 12, 1980) for a thorough discussion of Native American-
owned mobilehomes (Bryan v. Itasca County, 426 U.S. 373; Mattz v. Arnett, (1973) 412 U.S. 481). 

10061. MOBILEHOMES IN FEDERAL ENCLAVES 

Private property located on land acquired by the federal government before September 19, 1939, is not taxable 
until removed from such enclave. When removed, the mobilehome is: 

1) Subject to local property taxation if it was first sold new after June 30, 1980, or 
 

2) Subject to vehicle license fees if it was first sold new before July 1, 1980. If not licensed within 20 days 
after removal, the mobilehome incurs penalties for delinquent vehicle license fees at the time of 
licensing. 
 

NOTE: Some persons using property in enclaves incur liability for possessory interest taxes. A check for 
possessory interest assessment should be made before a TCC or a CTCC is issued. 

10062. SERVICEMEMBERS' CIVIL RELIEF ACT 

Military personnel on active duty in California may declare their personal property's legal situs to be outside of 
the state and, therefore, the property is deemed to be tax-exempt. This exemption from property taxes does not 
apply to a person legally a resident of California, nor does it include vehicle registration fees (U.S. v. Shelby 
County, 385 F. Supp. 1187; California v. Buzard (1966) 392 U.S. 386). 

A mobilehome must be registered with the Department of Housing and Community Development within 20 
days after its owner leaves military service. 

NOTE: A mobilehome removed from an enclave, a Native American reservation, or the protection of the 
Servicemembers' Relief Act prior to June 30, 1984, and that has escaped assessment or registration fees in 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=75.54.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_chap3000toc.html
ctcrm_chapter2.pdf#page=17
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#heir
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#fiscalyear
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&sectionNum=75.54.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PROB&sectionNum=300.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PROB&sectionNum=300.
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#manufacturedhome
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#possessoryinterest
http://sco.ca.gov/ardtax_ctcrefman_glossary.html#situs
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the interim, can be deemed subject to an escape of taxation under provisions of law in effect at that time. Such 
an occurrence after June 30, 1984, makes the property subject to ILT. 

10063. HOMEOWNERS' EXEMPTION 
A person can receive the homeowners' exemption against mobilehome property taxes. The exemption shall be 
in the amount of seven thousand dollars ($7,000). 

10064. SENIOR CITIZENS' TAX ASSISTANCE  
This section was deleted on January 1, 2011.  
 

10070 Process and Procedures: Miscellaneous 

Information 
 
10070. HCD OFFICES 

District offices of the Department of Housing and Community Development, Division of Codes and Standards, 
Manufactured Housing Section, are: 

CITY  ADDRESS  ZIP  TELEPHONE  FAX 

La Mesa  7777 Alvarado Rd., Suite 
302  

92041  (619) 645-
2960  

(San Diego) (619) 645-
2959 

Redding  2986 Bechelli Dr. Suite 
204  

96002  (530) 224-
4815 

(530) 224-4817 

Riverside  3737 Main Street, Suite 
400  

92501-
2435  

(909) 782-
4420 

(909) 320-6277 

Sacramento  9342 Tech Center Dr., 
Suite 550  

95826  (916) 255-
2532 

(916) 255-2535 

(The Sacramento toll-free number is 1-800-952-8356)  

San Luis 
Obispo 

3220 South Higuera, Rm. 
103B 

93401 (805) 549-
3373 

(805) 549-3205 

Santa Ana 2000 East Fourth St. Suite 
340 

92705 (714) 558-
4974 

(714) 558-4263 

Winnetka 20201 Sherman Way, 
Suite 106 

91306 (818) 717-
5267 

(Los Angeles) (818) 
717-5353 
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