JOHN CHIANG
California State Contraller

July 17, 2007

RE: Passage of AB 1698 (ENG) Fixing the Truancy Mandate

Dear School District:

| am writing to share the very good news that AB 1698 (Eng) has been chaptered
and a decade-long discrepancy affecting administration of the Notification of Truancy
mandate has been rectified.

The Notification of Truancy mandate established a higher level of service for school
districts to apprise parents of truant pupils. In the mid-1990’s, this mandate statute was
amended to broaden the notification requirements and definition of truant. When the three-
year statute of limitations for the Commission on State Mandates (COSM) to change the
Parameters and Guidelines (“Ps and Gs”) elapsed without an update, the discrepancy could
only be fixed through statute.

As the sponsor of this bill, | sought to direct the COSM to align the Ps and Gs with
statute. Without this clarification, my auditors have been forced to disregard the statute
declaring that parental notifications should occur at three absences and include eight
specific pieces of information, as opposed to the four absences and five pieces of
information specified in the Ps and Gs.

AB 1698 will ensure that all schools who notify parents when three unexcused
absences accrue are appropriately reimbursed for their efforts.

It is unfortunate that a misalignment of Ps and Gs and statute took more than a
decade to correct. As your State Controller, you have my assurance that | will continue to
pursue the removal of bureaucratic obstacles to appropriate and on-time payment.
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| hope we can work together again on common sense solutions to outdated or
unworkable mandate processes.

Sincerely,
Original Signed By

JOHN CHIANG
California State Controller

cc:  The Honorable Mike Eng
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