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State Controller Betty T. Yee was elected in November 2014, following two terms of service on the 

California Board of Equalization.  As Controller, she continues to serve the Board as its fifth voting 

member.  Reelected for a second term as Controller in 2018, Ms. Yee is only the tenth woman in 

California history to be elected to statewide office. 

As the state’s chief fiscal officer, Ms. Yee chairs the Franchise Tax Board and serves as a member of 

the California Public Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) and the California State Teachers’ 

Retirement System (CalSTRS) Boards.  These two boards have a combined portfolio of more than 

$620 billion.  Ms. Yee also serves on the Ceres Board of Directors, a nonprofit organization working to 

mobilize many of the world’s largest investors to advance global sustainability and take stronger action 

on climate change. 

Ms. Yee serves on dozens of boards and commissions with authority ranging from land management to 

crime victim compensation.  As a member of the State Lands Commission (and chairperson in even-

numbered years), she helps provide stewardship of public-trust lands, waterways, industrial wharves, 

marine terminals, pipelines, and resources through economic development, protection, preservation, 

and restoration consistent with the state’s environmental needs.  Through other financing authorities, 

Ms. Yee is dedicated to creating incentives to increase the number of affordable housing units, spur 

economic development, support pollution-control innovations, and strengthen health and educational 

facilities. 

Ms. Yee has more than 35 years of experience in public service, specializing in state and local 

finance and tax policy.  Ms. Yee previously served as Chief Deputy Director for Budget with the 

California Department of Finance where she led the development of the Governor’s Budget, 

negotiations with the Legislature and key budget stakeholders, and fiscal analyses of legislation.  

Prior to this, she served in senior staff positions for several fiscal and policy committees in both 

houses of the California State Legislature.  She also cofounded the Asian Pacific Youth Leadership 

Project, which exposes California high school youth to the public service, public policy, and political 

arenas. 

A native of San Francisco, Ms. Yee received her bachelor’s degree in sociology from the University of 

California, Berkeley, and she holds a master’s degree in public administration. 


	Betty T. Yee
	California State Controller
	The State Controller’s Office


