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September 9, 2015 

  

Mr. Jeff Pratt 

Director of Public Works 

Ventura County 

800 S. Victoria Avenue 

Ventura, CA 93009 

 

RE:  Commission Findings Regarding Complaint Review 

 

Dear Mr. Pratt: 

 

On September 9, 2015, the California Uniform Construction Cost 

Accounting Commission (Commission) held a hearing to review a complaint filed 

with the Commission by the Construction Industry Force Account Council 

(CIFAC) against the County of Ventura regarding the Santa Clara Avenue Storm 

Drain Installation Project (Project).  In their complaint, CIFAC alleged that the 

County of Ventura violated section 22031(e) of the Public Contract Code by 

failing to publicly declare your intention to use the alternative procedures allowed 

by PCC 22031 prior to the start of construction on the Project. 

After deliberation of the written evidence and oral testimony provided by 

Mr. David Fleisch of your staff, the Commission determined that Ventura County 

did violate the Uniform Public Construction Cost Accounting Act (Act) by failing 

to publicly declare your intention to use the County Road Commissioner 

exemption for new construction allowed by  

PCC 22031 prior to commencing work.  According to our records, this is the first 

violation of the Act by Ventura County within the past ten-year period. 

 
Pursuant to PCC section 22044(b), the County of Ventura “…shall present 

the Commission’s findings to its governing body and that governing body shall 

conduct a public hearing with regard to the Commission’s findings within 30 days 

of receipt of the findings” by mail.  A copy of this letter shall be made part of the 

record transmitted to the governing body in support of the public hearing. 

 

  Upon conclusion of the public hearing on this matter, please submit a copy 

of the County of Ventura governing board’s meeting minutes by mail to: 

 

 California Uniform Construction Cost Accounting Commission 

 c/o State Controller’s Office 

 Division of Accounting and Reporting 

 Local Government Policy Section 

 P.O. Box 942850 

 Sacramento, California 94250 
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 I would like to thank you and Mr. Fleisch for your cooperation and 

professionalism in responding to the Commission regarding this matter.  The 

Commission was extremely impressed with the written procedures prepared by 

your staff to be used to prevent a similar noticing oversight from occurring in 

the future.  With Mr. Fleisch’s permission, the Commission will use these 

procedures as recommendations for other agencies to utilize to help ensure 

notice is published prior to commencement of work on county road 

commissioner work in other jurisdictions. 

 

 If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at  

(707) 428-7493. 

 

 

     Sincerely, 

   

GEORGE HICKS, Chair 

      

 

cc: Mr. Jeff Pratt (via email) 

Mr. David Fleisch (via email)  

Anita Dagan, State Controller’s Office (via email) 

Linda Clifford, Vice Chair (via email) 
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